
4.5 Summarizing Texts  



What is a summary? 

A summary is a shorter version 
of a longer piece of writing. 
 

A good summary should 
capture the main idea and its 
supporting details, but 
expresses them in a much 
shorter amount of words 



8 Steps to Summarizing a Text 

 

oRead the text twice 

 

 

oIf you don’t 
understand the text 
after reading it 
twice ask for help 
with understanding 

 

Step 1 
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oUnderline any 
words that you 
don’t 
understand in 
the text 
 
oLook these 
words up and 
find the 
definitions 

   Step  2 
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